
HEATHER’S	NOT	NEARLY-EXHAUSTIVE-LIST	OF		
RESOURCES	FOR	CHILDREN’S	WRITERS:	

	
So,	you	want	to	learn	more	about	the	craft	and	business	of	children’s	literature?	

Below	are	some	suggested	resources.	
I	suggest	you	start	with	one	or	two,	see	if	you	like	them,	and	then	gradually	add	

a	few	along	the	way.	
*NOTE:	I	do	my	best	to	provide	links	to	most	resources	listed,	but	some	may	be	outdated	or	retired	

	
	
*	CRAFT	BOOKS	($)		
Writing	Picture	Books:	A	Hands-On	Guide	from	Story	Creation	to	Publication	by	Ann	
Whitford	Paul			
The	Nuts	and	Bolts	Guide	to	Writing	Picture	Books	by	Linda	Ashman	
The	Emotion	Thesaurus	by	Angela	Ackerman	&	Becca	Puglisi	
The	Complete	Idiot’s	Guide	to	Publishing	Children’s	Books	by	Harold	Underdown	
Save	the	Cat	by	Blake	Snyder	
Rivet	Your	Readers	with	Deep	Point	of	View	by	Jill	Elizabeth	Nelson	
How	to	a	Write	Children’s	Picture	Book	Vol.	I,	II,	III	by	Eve	Heidi	Bine-Stock	
Flip	Dictionary	by	Barbara	Ann	Kipfer.	Ph.D.	
Children’s	Writer’s	&	Illustrator’s	Market	Guide,	Amy	Jones,	ed.	
		
*	PROFESSIONAL	ORGANIZATIONS/WRITERS	GROUPS	($$-$$$)	
SCBWI	(The	Society	of	Children’s	Book	Writers	&	Illustrators)	-	my	#1	recommendation	of	
organizations	to	join	for	children’s	writers.	Membership	in	this	global	writer/illustrator	
organization	entitles	you	to	attend	free	and	discounted	events	(non-members	can	attend	
events	for	a	higher	fee);	to	apply	for	scholarships,	grants,	and	book	awards;	and	to	access	
free	online	resources,	including	regional	blogs.	
Critique	Groups	–	Read	here,	here,	here,	and	here	for	a	series	of	posts	about	the	benefits	
and	ins	and	outs	of	critique	groups.	You	can	find	critique	groups	through	professional	
organizations,	social	media	groups,	even	your	local	library.	Reach	out	to	your	local	SCBWI	
chapter	or	librarian	for	help!	
12x12	Picture	Book	Challenge	(virtual;	challenge	to	write	one	picture	book	manuscript	
per	month	in	a	year;	membership	includes	private	forum,	private	Facebook	group,	monthly	
webinars,	book	talks,	submission	opportunities)	
Children’s	Book	Insider	(“CBI”	-	virtual;	membership	includes	monthly	newsletter,	above-
the-slush	pile	submission	opportunities,	occasional	webinars/ask-me-anything	sessions)	
Inked	Voices	(virtual;	platform	for	workshops/webinars,	critique	events,	and	for	writers	to	
find	critique	groups)	
Courage	to	Create/Write	Submit	Support	(virtual;	offered	through	The	Writing	Barn;	CTC	
is	a	support	community	with	coaching	sessions,	webinars,	faculty	panels,	craft	and	industry	
workshops;	WSS	is	a	long-term	course	with	writing	exercises,	presentations,	networking,	
goal	setting,	private	Facebook	group)	

https://www.amazon.com/Writing-Picture-Revised-Expanded-Hands/dp/1440353751/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=ann+whitford+paul&qid=1667591717&qu=eyJxc2MiOiIzLjkxIiwicXNhIjoiMy42NyIsInFzcCI6IjMuMTYifQ%3D%3D&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Bolts-Guide-Writing-Picture-Books-ebook/dp/B00FSOUF9Y/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1453339548&sr=8-2&keywords=linda+ashman
https://www.amazon.com/Emotion-Thesaurus-Writers-Character-Expression/dp/0999296345/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1KP2EPHFLIAK0&keywords=the+emotion+thesaurus&qid=1667967707&sprefix=the+emotion+thesaurus%2Caps%2C118&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Complete-Publishing-Childrens-Lifestyle-Paperback/dp/1592577504/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2H0KS8UXW9MP8&keywords=the+complete+idiots+guide+to+publishing+children%27s+books&qid=1667967759&sprefix=the+complete+idiots+guide+to+publis%2Caps%2C84&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Save-Last-Book-Screenwriting-Youll/dp/1932907009/ref=sr_1_1?crid=28XXDHJNPAJSC&keywords=save+the+cat&qid=1667967805&sprefix=save+the+cat%2Caps%2C125&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Rivet-Your-Readers-Deep-Point/dp/1470063859/ref=sr_1_1?crid=YGJEROTQZYPX&keywords=rivet+your+readers+with+deep+point+of+view&qid=1667967849&sprefix=rivet+you%2Caps%2C89&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Write-Childrens-Picture-Book-Vol/dp/0971989885/ref=sr_1_1?crid=12K5A2EDUMHF7&keywords=how+to+write+a+children%27s+book+volume+1&qid=1667967935&sprefix=how+to+write+a+children%27s+book+volume+1%2Caps%2C79&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/How-Write-Childrens-Picture-Book/dp/0974893323/ref=pd_bxgy_img_sccl_1/147-8851047-3303848?pd_rd_w=ZVsOx&content-id=amzn1.sym.7757a8b5-874e-4a67-9d85-54ed32f01737&pf_rd_p=7757a8b5-874e-4a67-9d85-54ed32f01737&pf_rd_r=YW293Q2RNMJ3JJQ4X5PG&pd_rd_wg=DcKDS&pd_rd_r=3d78ecd1-c699-4dee-b5ef-cab892609ef9&pd_rd_i=0974893323&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/How-Write-Childrens-Picture-Book/dp/097489334X/ref=pd_bxgy_img_sccl_2/147-8851047-3303848?pd_rd_w=lyR1W&content-id=amzn1.sym.7757a8b5-874e-4a67-9d85-54ed32f01737&pf_rd_p=7757a8b5-874e-4a67-9d85-54ed32f01737&pf_rd_r=1295RQ6K3DA6ASTCX4XP&pd_rd_wg=ADgXS&pd_rd_r=4e85fc25-3bd5-4d96-8c21-1af798166b95&pd_rd_i=097489334X&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Flip-Dictionary-Barbara-Ann-Kipfer/dp/1582971404/ref=sr_1_2?crid=2QBWV86LKUYU2&keywords=flip+dictionary&qid=1667968061&s=books&sprefix=flip+dictionary%2Cstripbooks%2C85&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Childrens-Writers-Illustrators-Market-33rd/dp/0593332059/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3ALVP1UR3KZMT&keywords=children%27s+writer%27s+%26+illustrator%27s+market&qid=1667968096&s=books&sprefix=children%27s+writer%2Cstripbooks%2C80&sr=1-1
https://www.scbwi.org/
https://heatherpiercestigall.weebly.com/ramblings--reviews/for-writers-illustrators-too-the-whys-of-critique-groups
https://heatherpiercestigall.weebly.com/ramblings--reviews/for-writers-illustrators-too-the-hows-of-critique-groups
https://heatherpiercestigall.weebly.com/ramblings--reviews/for-writers-ill-too-the-whowherewhens-of-critique-groups
https://heatherpiercestigall.weebly.com/ramblings--reviews/for-writers-illustrators-too-the-whats-of-critique-groups
https://www.12x12challenge.com/
https://writeforkids.org/about/
https://app.inkedvoices.com/
https://thewritingbarn.com/courage-to-create/
https://thewritingbarn.com/wss/


		
	
*	WEBSITES/BLOGS/NEWSLETTERS	(free)	
Author/Illustrator	newsletters	(many	authors	offer	free	subscriptions	to	their	newsletters,	
including	me!	If	you’re	interested	in	signing	up	to	read	occasional	news	and	updates,	please	
visit	my	website	at	www.HeatherPierceStigall.com)	
Big	Kids	Writing	for	Little	Kids	(Amanda	Davis)	
Blissfully	Bookish	(Lydia	Lukidis)	
Chelsea’s	World	of	Books	(Chelsea	DiCicco)	
Frog	on	a	Blog	(Lauri	Fortino)	
Gina	Soldano’s	blog	
Glitter	Reviews	(Yolimari	Garcia)	
Institute	of	Children’s	Literature	(“ICL”	/	IFW	–	Institute	for	Writers)	
Jenny	Pease’s	blog	
Kidlit411	
Literary	Rambles	(Natalie	Aguirre)	
Manuscript	Wish	List	
Nerdy	Book	Club	
Picture	Book	Builders	
Picture	Book	Spotlight	(Brian	Gehrlein)	
PW	Children’s	Bookshelf	(Publishers	Weekly)	
SCBWI	Insight	(global	organization’s	newsletter)	
SCBWI	regional	blogs	(my	region’s	(Eastern	PA)	blog	is	EasternPennPoints)	
Seven	Impossible	Things	Before	Breakfast	(Jules	Danielson;	blog	now	retired	but	you	can	
access	the	archives)	
Sherry	Roberts’	blog	
Simply	7	(Jena	Benton)	
Susanna	Leonard	Hill’s	blog	
This	Picture	Book	Life	(Danielle	Davis)	
12x12	Picture	Book	Challenge	Blog		
Vivian	Kirkfield’s	blog	
Writers’	Rumpus	
Writing	and	Illustrating	(Kathy	Temean)	
Writing	for	Children	While	Raising	Them	(Tara	Lazar)	
		
*	PODCASTS	(mostly	free)		
The	Book	Friends	Forever	Podcast	with	Grace	Lin	&	Alvina	Ling	
The	Children's	Book	Podcast	with	Matthew	Winner	
Coaching	for	Creatives	with	Kirstine	Call	
Gather,	a	Kidlit	Podcast	with	the	Highlights	Foundation	
Good	Story	Podcast	with	Mary	Kole	
Literaticast	with	Jennifer	Laughran	
The	Manuscript	Academy	Podcast	with	Jessica	Sinsheimer	&	Julie	Kingsley	
Picturebooking	with	Nick	Patton	&	Nadia	Solomon	
Picture	Book	Look	with		Kirsti	Call	&	Kim	Chaffee	

https://www.heatherpiercestigall.com/
https://www.amandadavisart.com/blog
https://lydialukidis.wordpress.com/
https://chelseasworldofbooks.com/the-blog/
https://frogonablog.net/
https://ginasoldano.com/blog/
https://glitter-reviews.com/category/author-spotlight/
https://www.instituteforwriters.com/blog/writing-for-children/
https://jennylynnpease.wordpress.com/
http://www.kidlit411.com/2022/10/blog-post_25.html
http://www.literaryrambles.com/
https://www.manuscriptwishlist.com/?gclid=CjwKCAjw8JKbBhBYEiwAs3sxNw7hK_pP_RNrWqenB1VdLhBvXu8uffS6E0-3h3tXJ1h4IGkyKqskExoCzgEQAvD_BwE
https://nerdybookclub.wordpress.com/
https://picturebookbuilders.com/?doing_wp_cron=1667800538.1661589145660400390625
https://www.pbspotlight.com/about
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/email-subscriptions/index.html
http://www.scbwi.org/insight/
https://easternpennpoints.wordpress.com/
http://blaine.org/sevenimpossiblethings/
https://www.sjrobertscreative.net/blog
https://jenabenton.com/blog/
https://susannahill.com/blog/
https://thispicturebooklife.com/
https://www.12x12challenge.com/blog/
https://viviankirkfield.com/
https://writersrumpus.com/
https://kathytemean.wordpress.com/
https://taralazar.com/
https://bookfriendsforever.com/about
https://www.matthewcwinner.com/s-projects-basic
https://redcircle.com/shows/coaching-for-creatives-with-kirstine
https://www.highlightsfoundation.org/podcast/
https://goodstorypodcast.com/
https://www.literaticat.com/literaticast
https://manuscriptacademy.com/podcast
https://picturebooking.com/
https://www.audible.com/pd/Picture-Book-Look-Podcast/B08K572WSM


Picture	Book	Summit	with	Julie	Hedlund,	Emma	Walton	Hamilton,	Katie	Davis,	&	Kelli	
Panique	
Reading	with	Your	Kids	Podcast	with	Jed	Doherty	
SCBWI	Podcasts	with	Theo	Baker	
The	$h!t	No	One	Tells	You	About	Writing	with	Bianca	Marais,	Carly	Watters,	&	CeCe	Lyra	
Writers	with	Wrinkles	with	Beth	McMullen	&	Lisa	Schmid	
The	Yarn	with	Travis	Yonker	&	Colby	Sharp	
		
*	SOCIAL	MEDIA	(free)		
If	you	are	on	social	media	at	all,	you	can	follow	other	kidlit	authors,	illustrators,	agents,	
editors,	educators,	influencers,	etc.	Look	up	some	commonly	used	hashtags	like	#kidlit	
#amwriting	#amrevising	#picturebook	(and	all	the	categories),	etc.	SO	many	hashtags.	If	
social	media	is	not	your	thing,	don't	worry	about	it.	You	can	be	a	fly	on	the	wall	if	you	want,	
but	you	can	also	engage	in	friendly	discussion	(posts,	like,	comment,	etc.).	The	more	you	
become	involved	in	the	community	the	more	you	learn.	Other	specifics:	
Twitter	(Twitter	chats	include	#PBChat,	#MomsWritersClub,	#kidlitart,	etc.;	Twitter	pitch	
events	like	#PBPitch,	#DVPit,	#PitMad,	#KidLitGN,	#LatinxPitch)	
Instagram	
Facebook	(many	Facebook	groups	like	12x12,	Create	Engaging	School	Visits,	Chapter	Book	
Writers,	Sub-It	Club)	
TikTok	
YouTube	
Pinterest	
		
*VIRTUAL	CHALLENGES/CONTESTS	(free	-	$$$)	
12x12	Picture	Book	Challenge	(mentioned	above;	year-long;	fee	involved)	
StoryStorm	(formerly	Picture	Book	Idea	Month/PiBoIdMo;	free;	challenge	to	come	up	with	
a	PB	idea	each	day	in	January;	potential	prizes)	
March	on	with	Mentor	Texts	(formerly	Reading	for	Research	Month/ReFoReMo)	
Valentiny,	Halloweensie,	and	Holiday	writing	contests	by	Susanna	Leonard	Hill	(free;	
potential	prizes)	
50	Precious	Words	writing	contest	by	Vivian	Kirkfield	(free;	potential	prizes)	
Fall	Frenzy	&	Spring	Fling	writing	contests	(free;	potential	prizes)	
NaNoWriMo	(challenge	to	write	a	novel	in	November)	
Twitter	Pitch	events	
#PBCritiqueFest	(hosted	by	Brian	Gehrlein;	potential	to	win	critiques)		
#scbwiArtober	
		
*	WEBINARS	(free	-	$$$)	
Many	webinars	charge	a	fee	to	attend,	but	there	are	some	free	ones	out	there	too	
SCBWI	(on	the	home	page,	click	the	Events	tab	to	find	“Regional	Virtual	Events”)		
Kidlit	Socials	(free;	replays	available)	
The	Writing	Barn	
The	Highlights	Foundation	
		
*	CLASSES/WORKSHOPS	($$	-	$$$$)	

https://picturebooksummit.com/podcast/
https://readingwithyourkids.com/
https://www.scbwi.org/podcasts
https://www.theshitaboutwriting.com/
https://www.writerswithwrinkles.net/
https://theyarn.slj.com/
https://twitter.com/home
http://www.pbpitch.com/
https://www.dvpit.com/
https://pitchwars.org/pitmad/
https://kidlitgn.com/
https://latinxpitch.wordpress.com/
https://www.instagram.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/217118215862525/posts/1126199381621066/?comment_id=1126422051598799&reply_comment_id=1127184508189220&notif_id=1667955272913946&notif_t=group_comment_mention
https://www.tiktok.com/
https://www.youtube.com/
https://www.pinterest.com/
https://www.12x12challenge.com/
https://taralazar.com/storystorm/
https://www.literallylynnemarie.com/march-on
http://www.carriecharleybrown.com/what-is-reforemo.html
https://susannahill.com/for-writers/contests/
https://viviankirkfield.com/2017/02/15/50-precious-words-writing-challenge-is-almost-here/
https://lydialukidis.wordpress.com/fallwritingfrenzy-2022-rules/
https://nanowrimo.org/
https://writingcommunity.ca/twitter-pitch-parties-for-writers/
https://www.pbspotlight.com/single-post/2019/09/24/picture-book-critique-fest
https://www.scbwi.org/scbwiartober-2022/
https://www.scbwi.org/regional-virtual-events/
https://writeforkids.org/blog/kidlit-distancing-social-replays/
https://thewritingbarn.com/upcoming-classes/
https://www.highlightsfoundation.org/upcoming-workshops/?cats=.online


SCBWI	(virtual	or	in	person)	
The	Highlights	Foundation	(virtual	or	in	person)	
The	Writing	Barn	(virtual	or	in	person)	
Storyteller	Academy	(virtual)	
“Making	Picture	Book	Magic”	(Susanna	Leonard	Hill;	virtual)	
Master	Course	on	Writing	&	Editing	Picture	Books	(Karla	Valenti;	virtual)	
Write	for	Kids	(by	CBI)	
Lyrical	Language	Lab	(Renee	LaTulippe;	virtual)	
Children’s	Book	Academy	(virtual)	
Good	Story	Company	
		
*	"BLUEPRINTS"	or	"SYSTEMS"	($$)	
WritingBluePrints.com	(self-study	instructional	manuals	for	different	children's	lit	
categories—picture	book,	chapter	book,	etc.).	
The	Complete	Picture	Book	Submission	System	(self-study;	walks	you	through	everything	
you	need	to	know	about	submitting	picture	books	to	agents	or	editors)	
		
*MENTORSHIPS	(free	-	$$$)	
Note:	Most	free	mentorships	are	contests;	you	apply	for	a	chance	to	be	chosen	by	a	mentor	
Pitch	Wars	(free	to	apply;	for	MG	for	MG/YA/adult	authors)	
Rising	Stars	Picture	Book	Mentorship	Program	(Kailei	Pew	&	Ebony	Lynn	Mudd)	
SCBWI	(offered	by	some	chapters;	usually	pay	fee	to	be	mentored)	
Private	mentorships	(many	authors/author-illustrators	offer	these	for	a	fee)	
		
*	CONFERENCES	($	-	$$$$)	
SCBWI	(virtual	&	in	person)	
Picture	Book	Summit	(virtual)	
Write	On	Con	(virtual)	
Rutgers	One-on-One	(in-person;	must	apply	to	be	accepted)	
	
*CRITIQUE/EDITING	SERVICES	($-$$$)	
You	can	pay	for	professional	critiques	and	editing	services	from	published	authors,	editors,	
and	agents,	either	offered.	Sometimes	this	is	an	optional	purchase	as	part	of	a	conference	or	
workshop,	as	part	of	an	online	course,	or	offered	privately.	If	you	are	interested	in	having	
me	critique	your	picture	book	manuscript,	please	visit	the	resources	page	of	my	website	for	
details	and	contact	me	to	check	my	availability	and	pricing	
https://www.heatherpiercestigall.com/resources-for-writers.html	
		
And	so	much	more!	As	you	can	see,	there	are	many	ways	to	immerse	yourself	
into	the	children’s	literature	community.	
In	general,	the	more	you	immerse	yourself,	the	more	you	learn	about	writing,	the	
publishing	industry.	
Start	small,	with	what	you're	comfortable	trying	out	and	able	to	afford,	and	
gradually	add	more.		
 

https://www.scbwi.org/
https://www.highlightsfoundation.org/
https://thewritingbarn.com/upcoming-classes/
https://www.storytelleracademy.com/
https://susannahill.com/for-writers/making-picture-book-magic/
https://karlavalenti.com/master-course/
https://writingblueprints.com/p/workshops
https://www.reneelatulippe.com/lyrical-language-lab/
https://www.childrensbookacademy.com/
https://www.goodstorycompany.com/education
https://writingblueprints.com/
https://picturebooksubmissions.com/
https://pitchwars.org/
https://subitclub.com/2022/06/05/introducing-the-pb-rising-stars-mentorship/
https://www.scbwi.org/
https://picturebooksummit.com/
https://www.writeoncon.org/
https://www.ruccl.org/conference/about-one-on-one-plus.html
https://www.heatherpiercestigall.com/resources-for-writers.html


 
 


